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DAVID PRATHER
The World of Myths

Art Form: Theatre/Storytellin
Style: Contemporar
Culture: American/European

MEET THE ARTIST:

David Prather is a talented and charismatic actor wha
has two decades of experienceasking with young
audiencedHis perbrmance style empigs a blend of
stand-up comedymprovisation and audience interaction.
He has been on the Music Center Educatioster for
mary years as a arkshop and esidency dist and as a
performer of his solo assembliéheWorld of Myths and
Prather©Retry JamHe has hosted the popular Open
House at the Holjwood Bowl since 1997Also a writer,

Mr. Prather©ply "dhn and dan" has been psented ly
theTony-awvard winningAlley Theater inTexasas vell as at
the GeneAutry Museum and the Lasngeles County
Museum ofirt. LosAngeles ppearances includeles at
the LosAngeled heate Center and tvo seasons with the
MarkTaper Forum Repetory Compan.Television
audiences maknow him as the gungWard Cleaer on
"The New Leare ItTo Beaer." Mr. Prather is a graduate of
Princeton Uniersity and theAmerican Consevatory
Theatre in San Francisco

ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE:

In The World of Myths, David Prather tells tales based on
ancient legends and storie®iin diferent civilizations of
times pasfThe program is designed to encourage studen
to use their imaginationsy) wonder, and to ask questions
about the world around them as wll as about space and
its celestial bodieddyths and stories &m several
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PREPARING FOR THE EXPERIENCE:

LongJlong ag there was no eath, no sunno moon.
No stars shone in the heansThere was oy the
darkness of spacErom that time to thisthe
overwhelming questiorof mankind has alays been,
"How did all this come to be?"

People hae alvays askd questions about the avld
around themabout the sunmoon,and stars in the
skyand themseles.Bebre there were scientists,
teacherslibraries or schools to helgpeople had to
create their avn ansvers to their questions.ooking
carefully, listening inteng}, and using their imaginations,
early people ceated anwers in the brm of beautiful
storiesThese stories & called miths.

The creation of nyths provided mankind with a waof
explaining a wrld full of sometimes theatening
phenomenalhunder and lightninghe sea,
earthquales,cloudsthe sunmoon and stars -- all ere
given human qualitiesy were said to be ruled ¥ gods
with human sensibilitieBhrough ritualthe acting out
of myth,men glt they could placate theagls and gain
power over the elementsHence myth became an
important and essential paof people’s lies.

Then about 2,500ears ag in Greece a nev point of
view davned in the minds of meA scientibc method
evolved which changed the wahe world was vieved.
Sudlienly, there were people who beliged that all
things vere made of atomghat the Eath was actuajl
a planet ging abund the Sumot a sentient bein@he
Greeks vere great thinlers and had a passioor f
knowledge something that issddent e/en in

selected fom the bllowing
repettoire:China - Panku;"
Guatemala - "The Corn
People;" German - "The
Four Cobblers;" India -
"Where Did Reople Come
From?" and "Ganesha's
Fight with the Moon;"
Native American - "Wly
Do the LeaesTurn
Colors?" and fsm New
Guinea - "Whee Do the
Stars Come Fom?"

their languageOur word for school comes
from the Greek word for "leisure," since thg
believed that gien leisue, man would suely
use it in thinking and Pnding out about things.
Slowvly, myth began to phkaa lesser pdrin
peoplefiives.Still like the ancientsye
continue to seek ansers about our inPnite
universe Perhaos this is wi we can listen to
the old nmyths with intelest and papreciation.
We can see he far we€e come in our quest
for ansvers,but we can also see hofar we
have to go in our seach fr the meaning of
life and our unierse




DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

¥ What is a nyth? (an imaginagwvey of exploring
naturalobsewable phenomena or human nagyr

¥ How is a nyth diferent from a faiy tale?
¥ What was pur favorite mythaWhy?

¥ How mary students hee head a stowyteller
(someone who tells a stgrnot someone who eads
stories)What is the diférence betveen listening to a
storyteller and watchin@V or PIm?

¥ Debne imaginatiohook at the oot word,"image"
and talk about hav one can listen with one's
imagination.

¥ How did studentsdel about being seen or seeing

other classmates on stage? Did the students on stage

need to be god listeners to be able to pesfm their
task?What other skills does someone need to be a
storyteller?

FRAMEWORK FOCUS - HISTORY/SOC STUDIES:

Storytelling can be a @nderful link to mag aspects of
scienceincluding the study of agsinomy.Astronomers
and plysicists todg ask the same questions that ancient
man askd:How did the world come to be®here does
space end and time begin?

In ChinaPolaristhe north star was said to be the
empeor of hearen,who sat upon an immable thone
while all the other stars paid him homaghis nyth
transbrms accurate obsefations into metphor and
poetry.

Ask students to choose a natural phenomernsugh as a
constellationthe sunthe color or pattern of an animal
or bird,or a specibc type of storm kka tornadoAsk
them to write a paragnah that imagines he the animal
oot its color or pattern,how the tornado became a
storm element or hav the sun or constellation came to
shine fom the skyThey mg want to turn their selected
phenomenon into a charact@r may wish to ceate
mythical characters that inBuenced the beba of their
selected phenomenoAsk students to pesent their
"myths" to the class.
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ACTIVITIES TO ENHANCE THE EXPERIENCE:

@! Discuss with students the use of listening as g wa
of discarering things about the arld around them.
Sit quiety and count the soundsoy hear in and
outside of pur classoom.Name sounds that tell us
thingssirens,school bellsgar brales,etc. Discuss
tone and its meaninglow does yur mother sy
your name when she is angwith you, pleased,
worried?You might hae students hold a
conversation in gibberish whermeaning is
understood ony through tone

I Ask students to imagine that theare the brst
people on eath. Everything is nev; nothing is
namedHave them close their ges and walk
through adrest looking at things in detai/hat do
they seeWhat do they hear? (light and shadgp
trees maingthe sound of the windgares falling,
etc.) Have them open their ges and write or tell
about what thg sav or experiencedand what thg
discovered.

D ! Remind wur students that
long a@ people used to look
at the sky at night just asev
might watchl'V.Ancient people
sav in groups of stars the
picture of a bearan achera
centaura svanThe names of
these goups of stars
(constellations) wre given

long a@, but are still used lg us todg. Encourage
your students to look at the night sky and write
down what they obsewne (bright stars or planets,
twinkling starsphases of the moomtc.). If
constellations had not been named until the 21st
century, what might some of the names be?g¢he
refrigeratorthe bicycleetc.) Hare them name a
new constellation and write a stgrabout hav it
came to be

= | Find and ead a mith to your classAsk students
what questions it angers.Debne myth as an
imaginatig way of explaining naturadpservable
phenomenagr exploring the ealities and rysteries
of nature through images.
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