STUDENT W ORKSH OP

ELIZABETH KARR
Theater Workshops

MEET THE ARTIST:

Eliza beth Ka rr is a working actor in theate, PIm and
television br twenty yearsTV gopearances include
Womens Murder Club, House, ER, Veronica Mars, Sleeper Cell,
The West Wing, and Young & Restless. Elizabeth is a high
proble member of the LAheatre Comnunity--Chairman
of the Boad of Classicalheatre LabArtistic Director of
Cedarburg Poductions and CompanMember of Pacibc
ResidenTheatte. She has mduced and/or staed in
mary critically acclaimed p{as on both coasts and in
between,and is the Grantee/Pducer ofWest
Hollywood/Classicalheatre Lab/Cedarburg @duction's
Free Sha&speae in the Parks (inaugural season 2007 ar;
2008) Elizabeth also @rks as a Casting Dactor and is a
co producer on her prstdature bimRadio Free Albemuth,
an adatation of a Phillip K Dick neel. She poduced a sit-
com pilot or the Disney ChannelYirtually Casey, based on
her experiences aSNetgirlO (girl-next-door Cyber Dear
Abby) for AOL.

Elizabeth has taught Inguisation and\cting in CBS
Comedy orThe Lot to grades K thru 122CUSD
LAUSD andTheatricum BotanicumShe is cutently a
Residenfleachingirtist with (Out)Lav & Order, a year
long piogram in which 8th graders write and perin
plays and poety. She is a privatAudition Coach ér
children and adultsgs vell as donating her teaching
abilities to undesserved youth in homeless shelters and
parochial schoaols.

Elizabeth is a graduate of the
Professionafrtist School-Based
Training Pogram in collaboration
with the Armory Center br the
Arts and the Music Centeand a
graduate of Cornell Unersity
with Honors and the British
American Dramacadeny.

Her teaching gal is br students

to access the distic spirit in their
heats,through rurturing and
guidanceand br students to
develop an apreciation br

theatre arts and to disceer how
drama experiences enhance their
lives in school and at home
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ABOUT THE W ORKSHOPS:

Creating Cha racter s: Students use imagination,
reseach,and imppvisation to ceate write and
perform character monologues of historical and
literary bgues.Students deelop writing skills and
journaling ly keeping their evn Plgbook.Tuning the
actorsQ instrumentfbice pojection and aticulation,
body morement,emotional expessionand imagination
Nis a part of every sessiorArtist models an original
monologue each ®ek. Role-plging characters the
are studying in the cuiculum deepens chilén
understanding and comgiensiorWhile having fun!

Narr ativ e Theatr e: Students gain a brm
foundation of Impovisation and acting techniques (Thé
Actors@ool Bax) and use them to interpat and
explore a faiy/folk tale (or other work of pction),
bringing the characters to difin a plg they create and
perform. Experiential andef3ectie, students disceer
that acquiring drama skills enriches their ability to
express themsebs inArt and Lié.

* % %

Elizabeth collaborates with the classm teacher to
connect the ats with the curiculum.She is able to
differentiate her teaching techniques and style to
accommodate students of wang abilitied. Her wide
teaching experience in difent socio-economic
settings has inelased her excellent clagsgm
management skillslodeling is a pamof every
lessonThroughout the vorkshop series,
students will eRect on what thg have learned
and mak connections to other agas of the
curriculum.

Each esidency culminates in perfmance of
monologuesplays or narative theate,
depending on the gradevel and teachesO
preference

Elizabetisworkshops ae founded in the
knowledge that acting techniques deepen
children®learning experienceytenhancing
self-expessioncommunicationconbdence
understanding and collaboratidinery role a
child plgs is an oppadunity to learn
something moe about themsebs.




BEFORE THE WORKSHOP:

¥Please ha the students war nametagf
the workshop It sares time if thg are made
bebrehand!

¥ Review the importance of listening and
obsewingAsk the students what it means to
be a @od listener What does it mean to be a
good obsewer? Why is it impottant in day
life? Why is it impottant when the atist is
here?

¥ Please maksue that each student has a
special notebookdr Drama Clasgheir OPha
BookOStudents will mak notesjournal and
write their original monologues.ong after
the teaching drst leases,the student can
continue to adl to their Plgybook,building on
the skills thg hae learned.

¥Discuss the diffrent types of theate the
students hee been exposed t@nd the
different places whex they seen a phaor
watched actors pedrm. Discuss when the
hase acted (ple-plaed) in their ereryday
lives:Plyying HousePlging SchooWhat else?

¥Grades K thru 2Read and discuss the fair
tale(s) that Elizabegilheatre Arts Workshop
will focus on.

¥ Grades 3 thru 12Lead a class discussion on
what literary or historical Pgues the students
would like to bring to lik. If the workshop is
focusing on writing or pedrming a plg from
a paticular historical perioddiscuss what it
was lile to live during that time

AFTER THE WORKSHOP  :

¥ Review the major points pesented in the
workshops.What were the most impotant
ideasWhat paits of the workshop did the
students like best?What did they learn about
actingcharacters and stgrtelling?What did
they learn about themsebs? Hov do they
use those skills in other aas of their lié?

¥ Encourage the students to journal their
theatre arts experience in their Pydoooks,
ref3ecting on what thehave learnedkeeping
notes on acting techniqueand writing
original perbrmance pieces (pya or
monologues).

www.musiccentelorg/education




